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“Cut them loose,” he said weakly. *

The soldiers, terrified, too, were glad to do it. Madge and
I were freed.

I took a couple of steps, headed my spirit in another
direction, and that beautiful marshal, medals and all, went
crashing down the staircase like a grandfather clock.

I realized that Madge wasn’t with me. She was still in that
copper-colored body with the chartreuse hair and fingernails.

“What’s more,” ] heard her saying, “in payment for all the
trouble you’ve caused us, this body is to be addressed to me
at New York, delivered in good condition no later than next
Monday.”

“Yes, ma’am,” said the judge.

When we got home, the Pioneers’ Day Parade was just
breaking up at the local storage center, and the Parade
Marshal got out of his body m:a mmo_om_Nmm to me for acting
the way he had.

“Heck, Herb,” 1 said, “you mo: t need to mvo_om_un You
weren’t %Ocmmw_m. You were parading around in a body.”

That’s the best part of being amphibious, next to not being
afraid -— people forgive you for whatever fool thing you
might have done in a body.

Oh, there are drawbacks, I guess, the way there are
drawbacks to everything. We still have to work off and on,
maintaining the storage centers and getting food to keep the
community bodies going. But that’s a small drawback, and
a|l the big drawbacks I ever heard of aren’t real ones, just

old-fashioned thinking by people who can’t stop worrying

about things they used to worry about before they turned
amphibious.

As 1 say, the oldsters will probably never get really used to
it. Every so often, I catch myself getting gloomy over what
happened to the pay-toilet business it took me thirty years to
build.
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But the youngsters don’t have any hangovers like that from
the past. They don’t even worry much about something
happening to the storage centers, the way us oldsters do.

So I guess maybe that’ll be the next step in evolution — to
break clean like those first amphibians who crawled out of
the mud into the sunshine, and who never did go back to the
sea.



